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1. INTRODUCTION

Introduction and definitions 

1.1 This Agreement is between the Secretary of State for Education (the 

"Secretary of State") and Minerva Learning Trust (the "Academy Trust"), 

and is an academy agreement as defined by section 1 of the Academies Act 

2010. 

1.2 The Academy Trust is a company limited by guarantee incorporated in 

England and Wales with company number 09200332. The Academy Trust is a 

charity and its directors are the Charity Trustees of the Academy Trust. 

1.3 In order for the Academy Trust to establish and run a number of Academies in 

England, according to the provisions of the Academies Act 2010, and in order 

for the Secretary of State to make payments to the Academy Trust, the 

Academy Trust must meet the requirements in this Agreement and in each 

Supplemental Agreement that has been entered into by the Academy Trust 

and the Secretary of State in respect of each Academy. 

1.4 In this Agreement, and (except as expressly provided otherwise) in each 

Supplemental Agreement, the capitalised words and expressions listed below 

will have the following meanings:-

Definitions of types of Academies: 

An "Academy" is a school or educational institution established and run in 

accordance with the Academies Act 2010, and where this Agreement refers 

collectively to "Academies" run by the Academy Trust, this may include any of the 

following types of school or educational institution: 

A "Free School" means an Academy which is a new educational institution within 

the meaning of section 9(1 )(a) of the Academies Act 2010. 

A "Mainstream Academy" means an Academy or a Free School which meets the 

requirements set out in section 1A(1) of the Academies Act 2010. 
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"Pupil Premium" means an amount equivalent to the pupil premium as defined in 

the School and Early Years Finance (England) Regulations 2013 

"Pupil Referral Unit" means any school established in England and maintained by a 

an LA which is specially organised to provide education for children falling within 

section 19( 1) of the Education Act 1996. 

Any reference to "Secretary of State" includes a reference to the EFA acting on the 

Secretary of State's behalf. 

"Secretary of State's consent" means the Secretary of State's specific, prior written 

consent, which will not be unreasonably withheld or delayed. 

"SEN" means Special Educational Needs and the expressions "special educational 

needs" and "special educational provision" have the meaning set out in section 

312 of the Education Act 1996. 

"Start-up Period" has the meaning as defined in the relevant Supplemental 

Agreement. 

"Supplemental Agreement" means an agreement supplemental to this Agreement 

for any Academy which the Academy Trust agrees to establish and maintain and the 

Secretary of State agrees to fund, which is substantially in the form of the 

supplemental funding agreement entered into by both parties at the time that this 

Agreement is signed. 

"Teaching Staff" means teachers and the principal or head teacher employed at the 

Academy. 

"Termination Notice" means a notice sent by the Secretary of State to the Academy 

Trust, terminating this Agreement and each Supplemental Agreement on the date 

specified in the notice. 

1.5 The Interpretation Act 1978 applies to this Agreement as it applies to an Act of 

Parliament. 

1.6 A reference in this Agreement to any party or body includes its successors. 
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3.2 "Recurrent Expenditure" means any money spent on the establishment, 

conduct, administration and maintenance of an Academy which does not fall 

within Capital Expenditure. 

3.3 In respect of Recurrent Expenditure, the Secretary of State will pay General 

Annual Grant ("GAG") and may additionally pay Earmarked Annual Grant 

("EAG"). These are two separate and distinct grants. 

3.4 Except with the Secretary of State's consent, the Academy Trust must not 

make commitments to spending which will have substantial implications for 

future grant. No decision by the Academy Trust will commit the Secretary of 

State to paying any particular amount of grant. 

Capital Grant 

3.5 The Secretary of State may pay a grant ("Capital Grant") to the Academy 

Trust for the purpose of spending on items of Capital Expenditure. 

3.6 "Capital Expenditure" means expenditure on: 

a) acquiring land and buildings;

b) erecting, enlarging, improving or demolishing any building including

fixed plant, installation, wall, fence or other structure, or any playground

or hard standing;

c) installing electrical, mechanical or other services other than necessary

repairs and maintenance due to normal wear and tear;

d) buying vehicles;

e) installing and equipping premises with furnishings and equipment, other

than necessary repairs and maintenance due to normal wear and tear;

f) installing and equipping premises with computers, networking for

computers, operating software and ICT equipment, other than

necessary updates or repairs and maintenance due to normal wear and

tear;
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Keeping financial records 

4.24 The Academy Trust must keep proper accounting records. Statements of 

income and expenditure, statements of cash flow and balance sheets must be 

produced in such form and frequency as the Secretary of State directs. 

Access to financial records 

4.25 The books of accounts and all relevant records, files and reports of the 

Academy Trust, including those relating to financial controls, must be open at 

all reasonable times to officials of the DfE and the National Audit Office, and to 

their agents and contractors, for inspection or carrying out value for money 

studies. The Academy Trust must give those officials and contractors 

reasonable assistance with their enquiries. For the purposes of this clause 

'relevant' means in any way relevant to the provision and use of grants 

provided by the Secretary of State under this Agreement. 

4.26 The Secretary of State may, at his expense, instruct auditors to report to him 

on the adequacy and effectiveness of the Academy Trust's accounting 

systems and internal controls to standards determined by the Secretary of 

State, and to make recommendations for improving the Academy Trust's 

financial management. 

Acquiring and disposing of Publicly Funded Assets 

4.27 In relation to Publicly Funded Assets, the Academy Trust must not, without the 

Secretary of State's consent: 

a) acquire or dispose of freehold land;

b) take up or grant a leasehold of land;

dispose of any other class of capital assets except as permitted in the 

Academies Financial Handbook, and subject to Part 3 of Schedule 1 to the 

Academies Act 2010. 
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4.32 The Academy Trust must give the Secretary of State 30 days' notice, whether 

or not the circumstances require his consent, of its intention to do any of the 

actions in clause 4.31. 

4.33 The Academy Trust must promptly notify the Secretary of State of any loss 

arising from suspected theft or fraud in line with the requirements in the 

Academies Financial Handbook, or otherwise specified by the Secretary of 

State. 

Borrowing 

4.34 Except as permitted in the Academies Financial Handbook, the Academy Trust 

must not borrow against Publicly Funded Assets, or so as to put Publicly 

Funded Assets at risk, without the Secretary of State's consent. 

5. COMPLAINTS

5.1 With regards to a Mainstream Academy, a Special Academy an Alternative 

Provision Academy or a 16-19 Academy, if a complaint is made about 

matters arising wholly or partly before the Academy opened, and all or part of 

that complaint was investigated by the Local Government Ombudsman under 

Part Ill of the Local Government Act 1974 ("Part Ill"), or could have been 

investigated under Part Ill if the Predecessor School/Pupil Referral Unit had 

remained a maintained school/Pupil Referral Unit, the Academy Trust: 

a) must abide by the provisions of Part Il l as if the Academy were a

maintained school/Pupil Referral Unit;

b) agrees that the Secretary of State will have the power to investigate the

subject of the complaint as if it had taken place after the Academy

opened;and

c) must act in accordance with any recommendation from the Secretary of

State as if that recommendation had been made under Part Ill and the

Academy were a maintained school/Pupil Referral Unit.
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ii. if posted, at 9.00am on the second working day after posting; and

d) must be sent to the party for the attention of the contact and at the

address listed as follows (or to a different contract or address

previously notified to the sending party, the change taking effect five

working days after deemed receipt of the notice):

Name of party Position of 

contact 

Secretary of State Head of Academies 

Division 

Minerva Learning Chairman of 

Trust Directors 

Contractual 

7.7 This Academy Trust cannot assign this Agreement. 

Address 

Department for 

Education, 

Sanctuary 

Buildings, Great 

Smith Street, 

London, SW1 P 38T 

Handsworth 

Grange Community 

Sports College, 

Handsworth 

Grange Road, 

Sheffield, S13 9HJ. 

7.8 Failure to exercise, or delay in exercising, any right or remedy of the 

Secretary of State under this Agreement (including the right to terminate this 

Agreement), or a single or partial exercise of such a right or remedy, is not a 

waiver of, and does not prevent or restrict any initial or further exercise of, that 

or any other right or remedy. 

7.9 Termination of this Agreement will not affect the accrued rights, remedies, 

obligations or liabilities of the parties to this Agreement existing at termination. 
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Department 
for Education 

© Crown copyright 2014 

You may re-use this document/publication (not including logos) free of charge in any 
format or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence v2.0. To view 
this licence, visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government
licence/version/2 or email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

Where we have identified any third party copyright information you will need to obtain 
permission from the copyright holders concerned. 

We welcome feedback. If you would like to make any comments about this 
publication, please email AFSPD.feedback@education.gsi.gov.uk, quoting the title of 
this document. Specific project queries should be sent to the allocated project 
lead/lead contact. General enquiries regarding this publication should be sent to us 
at www.education.gov.uk/contactus. 

This document is available to download at www.gov.uk/government/publications. 

Follow us on Twitter: @educationgovuk 

Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/educationgovuk 

43 

July 2014 v2 






